


Texts: Galatians 2:19–3:7 & Mark 8:34–38
Have you heard your name in a crowd?
I wonder whether you’ve ever been in a crowded place and suddenly heard your name. It’s a strange experience. You can be surrounded by noise, movement, and unfamiliar faces, and yet one word cuts through everything… your name. Instinctively, you turn around. Because a name is personal. It tells you that you are recognised. You are known.
Perhaps some of us have experienced something like this already today: An unexpected voice from the past, maybe a surprising encounter or a joyful connection. In moments like these, we are reminded that we are not anonymous, even in a crowd. We are recognised. We belong. 
A Call to ‘FOLLOW ME’
In our Gospel reading today, when Jesus spoke in a crowded place, he did not shout instructions into the void…he called people by name and then he said, “Follow me.” 
In this crowded place today, we’re witnessing a response to Jesus’ call to ‘follow me’, a personal calling for Fiona and Jean to be bishops, in the Church of God. Jesus has spoken their names and repeatedly invited them to ‘follow him’, throughout their lives…and some of us here today, will have witnessed their faith-filled adventure with Jesus over many years. 
While we are ‘hopefully’ here to support Jean and Fiona, this invitation to follow Jesus is here for us all. It’s a life-changing invitation that is realistic and revolutionary; It’s costly, but full of certainty.
The Cost of Following
You see, Jesus is honest and upfront about the cost of following him, he says: ‘take up your cross and follow me’.
To follow Jesus means denying ourselves, not because we are worthless, but because we are loved. Our second reading beautifully captures this when it says:  
“It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me.”
 This isn’t the erasing of who we are, but the fulfilment of who we were made to be. The self that is shaped by fear, status and self-protection is laid down, so that a life shaped by Christ’s love, compassion and wisdom can rise in it’s place. 
Of course, following faithfully can be inconvenient, countercultural and demanding…and many of us here will have seen this in the lives of Fiona and Jean, as they have responded again and again to Christ’s sacrificial call. Each step requiring trust, humility and courage.  
Shortly, Jean and Fiona will receive shiny new pectoral crosses for the first time, and these crosses remind them, and us, that faithfully following Jesus involves sacrifice that means self-denial, courageous obedience, and deep trust in God’s purposes. 
While following Jesus is costly and sacrificial, the way of the cross always leads: through death and darkness, into resurrection and life, and therefore into a hope we can be confident in.
The Certainty in Following
You see, we are recognised, we are known, we are called by Jesus who loves us and gave himself for us. This is the certainty at the heart of the gospel. We do not need to strive to earn God’s favour. We simply respond to his love already given to us.
The one who calls us to take up the cross is also the one who carried it first. He has gone ahead of us: He has faced suffering, defeated death, and has risen in glory. And now, through the gift of the Holy Spirit, Jesus is truly with us in all of our life. This is our certainty: we never walk the way of the cross alone.
So how will we respond?
And so, in this crowded cathedral, will we hear our name to follow him: that we are known and loved. 
· Are we ready to hear an unexpected voice as Jesus calls us to follow him?
· Are we ready to have a surprising encounter with Jesus who is here by his Spirit?
· Are we ready to make a joyful connection with the living God who loves us so much he sacrificed himself for us, in the person of Jesus Christ?
The same Jesus who calls Fiona and Jean to be bishops today, calls each of us to follow him: out of darkness and death and into light and life. The invitation is the same: to deny ourselves, to take up our cross, and to follow him
Costly, yes! But full of certainty. Certain of his presence. Certain of his love. Certain of eternal hope.
May God in his mercy give us the courage to say yes.
Amen.
