Planned Giving @ XXXXX
Giving is something that we all need to look at – but a bit like going to the dentist we will do something about it tomorrow.  It should be part of our discipleship and, as such, an integral part of our faith life.  For many people it is and they are part of the planned giving scheme which operates in the parish. 
It may be helpful to put planned giving into context.  At some churches, the boxes of envelopes have been placed at the back of Church and people asked to collect them for the coming year and use them.  Why?  There has been no explanation beyond ‘this is what we have always done’.  For a growing church – like ours – this does not work very well at all. 
The teaching can be drawn from Moses, who sets out what to do in the book of Deuteronomy.  (Thank goodness that paper has been invented – just imagine planned giving envelopes made out of tablets of stone!)  In chapter 26, Moses teaches that we should be giving back to God from the first of our income.  First does not mean most – just first.  In practical terms, it means that if we get paid on 28th every month we give on the 28th of each month.  Our offering can be placed in the envelope and brought to worship when we next attend – for Moses also links giving with worship (and for those who love the language of the 1662 prayer book we are instructed to place it in a ‘decent bason’.  Moses prefers a basket). The offerings are gathered during the worship, placed on the altar and all say a prayer of thanksgiving to God for His provision and care.  And, this pattern has been the case since the 1549 prayer book.  It is nothing new. 

What is new are some aspects of technology.  Standing orders make life easier – the first fruits teaching works for them.  Monthly pay complicates matters if weekly worship is attended.  Many churches have solved this by producing tokens that are placed in the collection receptacle.  Templates are available from the diocesan website. 
If you think that you can participate in the parish planned giving scheme, please see XXXXX who will gladly make it possible for you to do so.  It does save fumbling for cash when the collection comes round and turns a collection from something which is taken to an offering which is something that is given with prayer and thanksgiving. 
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